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Please note program is subject to change 
 

WEDNESDAY 25 MARCH 2009 
0730 – 1700 Registration               

King George Room 

0900 – 0930 

 

 

 

0930 - 1030 

Official Welcome  Penny Gordon, Chairperson, Protect All Children Today Inc. (PACT), Queensland 

Welcome to Country  Des Sandy, Traditional Elder, Yuggera People  

Official Conference Opening Her Excellency, Ms Penelope Wensley, AO, Governor of Queensland and PACT Patron 

                

Opening Keynote Address  Supported by: Commission for Children and Young People and Child Guardian (CCYPCG) 

Chair: Antoinette Aquilina 

 

Listening to children: Reframing child protection from a child rights perspective  

James McDougall, National Children’s and Youth Law Centre, Sydney, New South Wales  

Roosevelt Room 

1030 – 1100 Morning Tea              

Trade exhibition, Grand Windsor Ballroom 

 Justice   

 Roosevelt Room 

Proactive Education 

Lincoln Room  

Therapeutic Intervention 

Kennedy Room  

 Chair: Antoinette Aquilina Chair: Sue Diggles Chair: Sabina Nowak 

1100 - 1200 A guide to designing effective training programs 
in the area of investigative interviewing of children  

Martine Powell, School of Psychology, Deakin 
University, Burwood, Victoria 

 

Keeping Ourselves Safe: The New Zealand Police 
Child Protection Program 

Gill Palmer, New Zealand Police, Wellington, New 
Zealand  

 

Restorative justice and therapeutic intervention 
with young people who sexually offend 

Judy Fox, Mater Family and Youth Counselling 
Service, South Brisbane, Queensland 

 Chair: Antoinette Aquilina Chair: Sue Diggles Chair: Jo Bryant 

1200 - 1300 Anatomy 101 - What can the medical expert tell 
you in child protection? 

Jan Connors, Child Protection Unit, Mater 

Children’s Hospital, South Brisbane, Queensland 

 

Stopped at the red light:  What gets lost when we 
only talk about ‘problem sexual behaviours’?  
Promoting healthy sexual development in children 
and adolescents - research, evaluation and 
resources 

Holly Brennan and Judy Graham, Family 

Planning Queensland, Fortitude Valley, 
Queensland 

 

Views of children and young people in care: 
Landmark research in Queensland 

Barry Salmon, Commission for Children and 

Young People and Child Guardian, Brisbane, 
Queensland 
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1300 – 1400 Networking Lunch             

Trade exhibition, Grand Windsor Ballroom 

 Justice   

 Roosevelt Room 

Proactive Education 

Lincoln Room  

Therapeutic Intervention 

Kennedy Room  

 Chair: Antoinette Aquilina Chair: Graham Ruhle Chair: Penny Gordon 

1400 – 1445 The influence of stereotypes about child 
witnesses on mock jurors’ perceptions 

Blake McKimmie, University of Queensland, St 
Lucia, Queensland 

 

Empowering Children to Be Safe: Vital Information 
for Parents and Teachers and Other Concerned 
Adults 

Kim Jackson, Personal Safety Australia, 
Brisbane, Queensland  

 

Managing young people in youth detention 
who suffer from post-traumatic stress and 
associated mental health and substance 
misuse problems   

Stephen Stathis and Ivan Doolan, 
Queensland Health - Mental Health Alcohol 
Tobacco and Other Drugs Service 
(MHATODS), Herston, Queensland 

1445 – 1500 Session break: Delegates to move to alternative session rooms 

 Chair: Antoinette Aquilina Chair: Sue Diggles Chair: Graham Ruhle 

1500 – 1545 Panel Discussion: 

Children’s memory and giving evidence 

Panel facilitator: Marie Bond, Queensland 
Police Service, Brisbane, Queensland 
 
Panel members: 
Carl Heaton, Legal Aid Queensland, Brisbane, 
Queensland 
Brett McDermott, Child and Youth Mental 

Health, Mater Children’s Hospital, South 
Brisbane, Queensland  
Terry O’Gorman, Australian Council for Civil 
Liberties, Brisbane, Queensland 
Martine Powell, School of Psychology, Deakin 
University, Burwood, Victoria  
Sal Vasta, Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, Brisbane, Queensland 
 

Panel Discussion:  

Mandatory reporting for child abuse and neglect 

Panel facilitator: Barry Salmon, Commission for 
Children and Young People and Child Guardian, 
Brisbane, Queensland 
 
Panel members: 
Jan Connors, Child Protection Unit, Mater 
Children’s Hospital, South Brisbane, Queensland 
Jo-Anne Henderson, Child Safety Coordination 
Unit, State Crime Operations Command, 
Queensland Police, Brisbane, Queensland 
Ben Mathews, School of Law, Queensland 

University of Technology, Brisbane, Queensland 
Kerryann Walsh, School of Early Childhood, 
Queensland University of Technology, Kelvin 
Grove, Queensland 
 

Visual Art Therapy as an intervention form 
working with children experiencing domestic 
violence and/or abuse 

Jannie Olsen Leach, Child Development 
Program, Bardon, Queensland 
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1545 – 1615 Afternoon Tea             

Trade Exhibition, Grand Windsor Ballroom 

1615 – 1715 Closing Panel Discussion  

Chair: Antoinette Aquilina 

Lessons from the Family Court shared parenting provisions 

Panel facilitator: Michael Byrne, Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, Brisbane, Queensland 

Panel members: 

Scott Harden, Child, Adolescent and Adult Forensic Psychiatrist in private practice, Ashgrove, Queensland  

Margie Kruger, Ryan Kruger Lawyers, Brisbane, Queensland 

Robin Purvis, Private Practice, Brisbane, Queensland 

Zoe Rathus, School of Law, Griffith University, Nathan, Queensland 

Roosevelt Room 

1715 - 1900 Cocktail function  

Sponsored by:  
Commission for Children and Young People and Child Guardian (CCYPCG)  

Queensland Government Department of Child Safety 

 

Hosted by: The Honourable Margaret Keech MP, Minister for Child Safety and Minister for Women 

 

Entertainment: Band of Blue, Queensland Police Service   

              Grand Windsor Ballroom 

 

THURSDAY 26 MARCH 2009 
0815 – 1700 Registration desk open                

King George Room 

0900 – 1000 Keynote Address  

Chair: Antoinette Aquilina  

Responding to and investigating fabricated and induced illness in children  

Cath Wilkins, Policy, Research, Intell and Training (PRIT), Victoria Police, Melbourne, Victoria 

Roosevelt Room 

1000 – 1030 Morning Tea              

Trade Exhibition, Grand Windsor Ballroom 
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 Justice   

 Roosevelt Room 

Proactive Education 

Lincoln Room  

Therapeutic Intervention 

Kennedy Room  

 Chair: Pam Varcoe Chair: Sabina Nowak Chair: Antoinette Aquilina 

1030 – 1130 An unholy church  

Amanda Gearing, Journalist and Author, 
Toowoomba, Queensland 

 

The blue card system - enhancing safeguards for 
children through partnership and education 

Bob Van-Kempen, Commission for Children and 

Young People and Child Guardian, Brisbane, 
Queensland 

Meeting children in their grief: Creative ways 
of working with bereaved children and their 
families 

Elisa Agostinelli, Children and Young 
People’s Bereavement Centre, Mt Olivet 
Hospital, Kangaroo Point, Queensland 

 Chair: Graham Ruhle Chair: Sue Diggles Chair: Peter Marrington 

1130 – 1230 The internet, sexual predators and youth 
vulnerability 

Jon Rouse, Task Force Argos, State Crime 
Operations Command, Queensland Police 
Service, Brisbane, Queensland 

Teachers reporting child sexual abuse: An 
Australian multi-state comparative study 

Kerryann Walsh, Faculty of Education, 
Queensland University of Technology, Kelvin 
Grove, Queensland 

The Moving On Project: Working with former 
residents of children’s institutions 

Barry Walton, Relationships Australia 
Queensland, Eight Mile Plains, Queensland 

1230 – 1330 Networking Lunch           Trade Exhibition, Grand Windsor Ballroom 

 Justice   

 Roosevelt Room 

Proactive Education 

Lincoln Room  

Therapeutic Intervention 

Kennedy Room  

 Chair: Antoinette Aquilina Chair: Pam Varcoe Chair: Graham Ruhle 

1330 – 1415 The biomechanics of Shaken Baby Syndrome and 
its medicolegal context 

Zachariah Couper, affiliated with University of 
Queensland. Based in Adelaide, South Australia  

‘What are the little things and why do they matter’: 
A look at frontline leadership from an ethical 
perspective 

Susan Gill, Department of Child Safety, West 
End, Queensland 

The One Chance at Childhood initiative: 
Every child deserves the best start 

Romola Roles, Rosemary Moffett, 

Jo Bullock  

Practice Development Unit, Department of 
Child Safety, Brisbane, Queensland  

 Chair: Graham Ruhle Chair: Sue Diggles Chair: Bev Threlfo 

1415 – 1500 Dealing with domestic violence so that children 
are protected 

Heather Douglas, TC Beirne Law School, 
University of Queensland, St Lucia, Queensland 

Developing a whole school anti-bullying and 
resiliency program 

Tricia Chandra, Brisbane Catholic Education, 
Goodna, Queensland 

Evolve Interagency Services: Working with 
children and young people with severe and 
complex psychological and behavioural 
problems  

Melissa Yim and Erica Russ, Department of 
Child Safety, Brisbane, Queensland  
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 Justice   

 Roosevelt Room 

Proactive Education 

Lincoln Room  

Therapeutic Intervention 

Kennedy Room  

 Chair: Antoinette Aquilina Chair: Pam Varcoe Chair: Peter Marrington 

1500 – 1545 Maintaining the integrity of student disclosures of 
abuse: A cross-professional perspective 

Kelly Allen, Department of Education, Training 
and the Arts, Eagleby, Queensland; Laura 
Dodds, Department of Child Safety, Browns 
Plains, Queensland and; Emma Novosel, 
Queensland Police, Brisbane, Queensland 

Responding to the needs of children and young 
people with identified sexually abusive behaviours 

Tania Withington, Evolve Therapeutic Services, 

Enoggera, Queensland 

New Pathways Residential Treatment 
Services for young people who have sexually 
abused 

Cassandra Herring and Leah Berry, New 
Pathways Residential Treatment Services 
(Youth Off The Streets), Moss Vale, New 
South Wales 

1545 – 1615 Afternoon Tea             

Trade Exhibition, Grand Windsor Ballroom 

1615 – 1715 Keynote Address  

Chair: Antoinette Aquilina 

 

Prevention, not intervention, is the key to the protection of children  

Rex Wild, Barrister, Darwin, Northern Territory 

Roosevelt Room 

 
 

FRIDAY 27 MARCH 2009 

0830 - 1230 Registration desk open              

King George Room  

0845 - 0945 Keynote Address  

Chair: Antoinette Aquilina 

 

When nurture turns to murder: Risk factors for women who kill their children in 
Australia  

Jenny Mouzos, Australian Federal Police, Canberra, Australian Capital 

Territory 

Roosevelt Room 

Volunteer Training 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norfolk Room 

0945 – 1000 Session break: Delegates to move to alternative session rooms 



PACT09 PACT09 PACT09 PACT09 CCCCONFERENCE PROGRAMONFERENCE PROGRAMONFERENCE PROGRAMONFERENCE PROGRAM    
 

 

 Justice   

 Roosevelt Room 

Proactive Education 

Lincoln Room  

Therapeutic Intervention 

Kennedy Room 

Volunteers Only 

Norfolk Room 

 Chair: Antoinette Aquilina Chair: Sue Diggles Chair: Graham Ruhle Chairs: Sabina Nowak/ 

Jo Bryant 

1000 – 1045 The use of ADR principles by the 
Children Services Tribunal in child 
protection reviews to enhance 
significant relationships in a child’s 
life 

Julie Ford and Jennifer Felton, 

Department of Justice, Children 
Services Tribunal, Brisbane, 
Queensland 

Reflecting on trends in 25 years of 
child abuse and neglect reports to the 
Royal Children’s Hospital Suspected 
Child Abuse and Neglect Team, 
Brisbane 

Melissa Faulkner, Child Advocacy 

Service, Queensland Health, 
Fortitude Valley, Queensland 

The community access and 
socialisation group at the Barrett 
Adolescent Centre : a successful 
model of adolescent social skills 
training 

David Ward and Danielle Corbett, 

Barrett Adolescent Centre, Sumner 
Park Business Centre, Queensland 

Volunteer Training 

 

1045 – 1115 Morning Tea             

Trade exhibition, Grand Windsor Ballroom 

1115 - 1230 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1230 – 1240 

Closing Keynote Address  

Supported by: Queensland Government Department of Child Safety 

Chair: Antoinette Aquilina 

 

Managing vicarious trauma 

Penny Gordon, Organisational Psychologist, Penny Gordon & Associates, Brisbane, Queensland 

 

Conference Close  

Penny Gordon, Chairperson, Protect All Children Today Inc. (PACT), Queensland 

            Roosevelt Room 

 Volunteer Training 

Norfolk Room 

Lunch:                1245 – 1345 

Training:             1345 – 1515 

Afternoon Tea:   1515 – 1530 

Training:             1530 – 1645 

 
 


